
Define the problem 
scope

Ask questions 
about the problem

Identify someone with 
more experience to help

Is there an error 
message?

Identify context 
clues

Yes No

Is there another 
startegy you can try?

No

Try it*

Yes

Done

Design a fix

Test a fix

Covered in 
separate 
units

Do you know what 
the bug is?

Yes

No

Debugging Process

* Rule of thumb: If you're stuck for more than 
10 mins it's time to ask someone for help

Step through the 
program

Run a test

Narrow down 
where the problem 

is occuring

Add print 
statements

Example 
Strategies

Look at a diff of 
changes to the 

program
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